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Biomass Generators for 
College Campuses

the Roosevelt Institution’s 25 ideas for the Energy Crisis23

THE IDEA: By using super-efficient biomass 
energy generators, campuses can reduce their 
carbon footprint — and recoup the costs over 
ten years of energy bills.

Our publications are the most 
natural way for us to promote 
our ideas. We produce two 
publications, the Roosevelt Review, 
a research journal with a primarily 
academic audience, and the new 
Ò25 Great IdeasÓ series, based on 
the challenges, which will provide 
briefer, more engaging, and more 
actionable policy ideas. These three 
annual journals, one based on 
each Challenge, will be distributed 
to issue-advocates and directly to 
policy makers, both by the 
national organization and the 
chapters. Content for the 

publications is provided by the Challenge Coordinators, filtered by 
the Editorial Board, and then produced and distributed by the 
Publications Director and his staff.

Reduce environmental, economic, and geopolitical harm from energy 
consumption - Personal and business conservation, innovation, 
exploration of alternative energy sources, incentives for new power 
sources, and new 
transporation systems in 
particular, will be necessary to 
confront our addiction to oil.

It is ridiculous that the Daily 
believes they know how to 
spend union dues better than 
union members.  If union 
members are actually 
unhappy with how their dues

KEY FACTS:
 • College campuses produce 
224,000 tons of biocom-
bustable waste every year.
 • If 10% of campuses adopted 
biomass generation, it would 
save the equivalent of 10,000 
barrels of oil a year.
 • Colleges can reduce their 
energy costs by 12% by 
usiing biomass generation.
 • Biomass generator costs 
are coming down, and are 
now starting at $100,000.

TALKING POINTS:
 • Many leading universities have 
made a committment to reducing 
their carbon footprint.
 • Biomass generation efficiently 
uses waste that is already being 
created on your campus.
 • Investing in alternative energies 
is a smart way to save money and 
reduce vulnerability to oil prices.

by Caitlin Howarth, UVA, and Kai Stinchcombe, Stanford

Idea 22: Biomass Generators for College Campuses 24
History
Water is not bad for your phone! When water is mixed with electricity 
however, it starts to react with the metals within your phone and 
causes damage! Please ensure that your battery is removed from your 
phone ASAP after any water incident! This will prevent water 
ÒdamageÓ and cause only ÒWater in your phoneÓ! This is much easier 
to clean and much more successful!

Analysis
Our publications are the most natural way for us to promote our 
ideas. We produce two publications, the Roosevelt Review, a research 
journal with a primarily academic audience, and the new Ò25  IdeasÓ
series, based on the challenges, which will provide 
briefer, more engaging, and more actionable policy 
ideas. These three annual journals, one based on each 
Challenge, will be distributed to issue-advocates and 
directly to policy makers, both by the national organization and the 
chapters. Content for the publications is provided by the Challenge 
Coordinators and filtered by the Editorial Board.

Audience
Reduce environmental, economic, and geopolitical harm from energy 
consumption - Personal and business conservation, innovation, 
exploration of alternative energy sources, incentives for new power 
sources, and new transporation systems in particular, will be necessary 
to confront our addiction to oil.

Next Steps
It is ridiculous that the Daily believes they know how to spend union 
dues better than union members.  If union members are actually 
unhappy with how their dues are spent, they can elect new union 
leaders.  Prop 75 supporters would have you believe that union 
members currently have no say in determining how their dues are 
spent.  This is completely false.  All public employee union members must 
give consent to have their dues used for political purposes when they 
join the union, and can opt out at any time (as approximately 25% 
do).  

Sources:
Anderson, Perry, 1974. Lineages of the Absolutist State. NLB, London.
Barkey, Karen, 1994. Bandits and Bureaucrats: The Ottoman Route to State Centralization. 

Cornell University Press, New York.
Krasner, Stephen D., 1984. 'Approaches to the State: Alternative Conceptions and 

Historial Dynamics', Comparative Politics 16(2):223-46.
Tilly, Charles, 1992. Coercion, Capital and European States, AD 990-1992. Blackwell, 

Cambridge, MA.

Fact sheet format ( 8.5 x 11 )

Biomass Generators for 
College Campuses

THE IDEA: By using super-efficient 
biomass energy generators, campuses can 
reduce their carbon footprint — and recoup 
the costs over ten years of energy bills.

Our publications are the most natural 
way for us to promote our ideas. We 
produce two publications, the 
Roosevelt Review, a research journal 
with a primarily academic audience, 
and the new “25 Great Ideas” series, 
based on the challenges, which will 
provide briefer, more engaging, and 
more actionable policy ideas. These 
three annual journals, one based on 
each Challenge, will be distributed to 
issue-advocates and directly to policy 
makers, both by the national 
organization and the chapters. Content 
for the 

publications is provided by the Challenge Coordinators, filtered by 
the Editorial Board, and then produced and distributed by the 
Publications Director and his staff.

Reduce environmental, economic, and geopolitical harm from 
energy consumption - Personal and business conservation, 
innovation, exploration of alternative energy sources, incentives for 
new power 
sources, and new transporation 
systems in particular, will be 
necessary to confront our addiction 
to oil.

It is ridiculous that the Daily 
believes they know how to spend 
union dues better than union 
members.  If union members are 
actually unhappy with how their 
dues

KEY FACTS:
 • College campuses 
produce 224,000 tons of 
biocom-bustable waste 
every year.
 • If 10% of campuses 
adopted biomass generation, 
it would save the equivalent 
of 10,000 barrels of oil a 
year.
 • Colleges can reduce their 
energy costs by 12% by 
usiing biomass generation.
 • Biomass generator costs 
are coming down, and are 
now starting at $100,000.

TALKING POINTS:
 • Many leading universities 
have made a committment to 
reducing their carbon footprint.
 • Biomass generation 
efficiently uses waste that is 
already being created on your 
campus.
 • Investing in alternative 
energies is a smart way to 
save money and reduce 
vulnerability to oil prices.
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The Roosevelt Institution 
is a national network of 

student think tanks, 
dedicated to connecting 
college students’ ideas 
to policy makers, and in 

the process, changing 
how our generation 

views policy and 
government.

This year we have 
selected solving the 

energy crisis, increasing 
socio-economic diversity 
in higher education, and 

making it possible to 
support a family and 

have a job in America.

To find out more about 
the Roosevelt Institution 
or to download all of  our 

ideas related to these 
challenges, please visit 

our website at 
rooseveltinstitution.org.

by Caitlin Howarth, UVA, and Kai Stinchcombe, Stanford
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History
Water is not bad for your phone! When water is mixed with 
electricity however, it starts to react with the metals within your 
phone and causes damage! Please ensure that your battery is 
removed from your phone ASAP after any water incident! This will 
prevent water “damage” and cause only “Water in your phone”! 
This is much easier to clean and much more successful!

Analysis
Our publications are the most natural way for us to promote our 
ideas. We produce two publications, the Roosevelt Review, a 
research journal with a primarily academic audience, and the new 
series, based on the challenges, which will provide 
briefer, more engaging, and more actionable policy 
ideas. These three annual journals, one based on 
each Challenge, will be distributed to issue-
directly to policy makers, both by the national organization and the 
chapters. Content for the publications is provided by the Challenge 
Coordinators and filtered by the Editorial Board.

Audience
Reduce environmental, economic, and geopolitical harm from 
energy consumption - Personal and business conservation, 
innovation, exploration of alternative energy sources, incentives for 
new power sources, and new transporation systems in particular, 
will be necessary to confront our addiction to oil.

Next Steps
It is ridiculous that the Daily believes they know how to spend 
union dues better than union members.  If union members are 
actually unhappy with how their dues are spent, they can elect 
new union leaders.  Prop 75 supporters would have you believe 
that union members currently have no say in determining how their 
dues are spent.  This is completely false.  All public employee 
union members must give consent to have their dues used for 
political purposes when they join the union, and can opt out at any 
time (as approximately 25% do).  

Sources:
Anderson, Perry, 1974. Lineages of the Absolutist State. NLB, London.
Barkey, Karen, 1994. Bandits and Bureaucrats: The Ottoman Route to State 

Centralization. Cornell University Press, New York.
Krasner, Stephen D., 1984. 'Approaches to the State: Alternative Conceptions and 

Historial Dynamics', Comparative Politics 16(2):223-46.
Tilly, Charles, 1992. Coercion, Capital and European States, AD 990-1992. 

Blackwell, Cambridge, MA.


